Dangerous
legacy
Off the coasts of the
North Sea and the Baltic
there are still 1.6 million
tonnes of unexploded
ordnance.

There are two main reasons why
the number of finds is actually rising.
Firstly, a federal and state working
group has been looking at the subject since 2011, with find data being
gathered and made public. Secondly,
the areas of sea have also been being
used for the expansion of offshore wind
power since the German energy transition. Many of these areas were not
only mined during the war, but also
intentionally used as ordnance dumps
afterwards. The annual report of the
expert group for 2016 thus includes a
total of 61 ordnance finds as a result
of offshore activities, including one
Russian tethered mine, German grenades, American bombs and a British
ground mine.
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